XV.

CAMDEN   HILL.

I HAD read much of the private observatory of Sir James
South, distinguished for his efforts to improve the object-
glasses of England by the introduction of larger dimen-
sions  than had previously been employed, as also for his
invaluable researches in company with his friend. Sir John
Herschel, among the double stars.    Another matter, of a
less agreeable character, had given to Sir James an exten-
sive notoriety in the astronomical world.     Some ten years
ago he became the possessor of one of the largest object-
glasses which at that time had ever been manufactured,
and resolved upon mounting it in the most perfect man-
ner for the purpose of continuing his examinations of the
nebulae and double stars.    Trough ton & Simms were the
artisans employed to execute this most important job.   The
instrument was to be  mounted equatorially, with all the
modern improvements of clockwork, etc,    If I mistake not,
several years were employed in the execution of the work,
and after many unavoidable delays the whole was finished,
and the instrument was pronounced ready for the observer.
Sir James laid hold of his favorite, and having brought
it to the test pronounced the  workmanship defective, the
instrument unsteady and entirely unfit for use, and finally
refused to pay for the mounting.    Whereupon a lawsuit
followed which arrayed all the astronomers within striking
distance of London on opposite sides, the one party taking
sides with Sir James and testifying to the imperfection of
the mounting, while perhaps a larger party embraced the
interests of Messrs. Trough ton & Simms, and gave in evi-
dence their opinions that these  gentlemen had acquitted
themselves according to contract.battlements of
